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OUR MISSION is to lead the movement to create a  
Bicycle Friendly America for everyone. 

We envision a nation where everyone, whether they bike or not, 
recognizes and enjoys the many benefits and opportunities of  

bicycling and where everyone can experience the joy of bicycling.

American Bicyclist magazine (ISSN 0747-0371) is published by the League of American Bicyclists, Inc. to help the 
organization achieve its mission to educate the public and promote awareness of bicycling issues. ©2023 League of 
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to communications@bikeleague.org. Your submission of manuscripts, photographs or artwork is your warranty that the 
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FUNDRAISING 

$57,250

FY23 EXPENSES 
$2,179,356

FINANCIALS
FY23 REVENUE & SUPPORT 

$2,221,241



Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

2023 HAS BEEN A MONUMENTAL YEAR FOR LEAGUE PROGRAMS.  

Not only have we expanded bicycle education, built support for policies 
and funding that support more and better bicycle infrastructure, and 

worked directly with Federal agencies, cities, universities and businesses 
in all 50 states—we also expanded our youth engagement work by 

acquiring the Trips for Kids National Office!

As the year comes to a close, we want to offer a special word of thanks 
to the tens of thousands of League members and financial supporters 
who propel our work to build a Bicycle Friendly America for everyone. 

Everything you’ve read about in this magazine is thanks to members  
like you. We could do all that we do to make biking  

better without your support.

B Y  L E A G U E  S T A F F

THANK YOU!

2023
2024
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EMERGING STRONGER IN

ADVOCACY

Successfully advocated for report 
language in the Senate Transportation 

appropriations bill directing US 
DOT to include testing of truck side 

underride guards with vulnerable 
road users. The next step is getting 

similar language in the House of 
Representatives bill and report.

TRUCK SAFETY

ADVOCACY EFFORTS

Our advocacy efforts are focused on 
building a foundation for safer streets 

that not only make bicycling better, but 
also encourage more people to bike.

Co-Chaired the Transportation 
Equity Caucus’ Federal Policy 

working group. A key campaign has 
been pushing back on legislative 
language that would prohibit the  
US DOT from using equity as a 

factor in grant criteria and reporting.  

TRANSPORTATION EQUITY

Helped secure 42 bipartisan co-sponsors 
to the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active 

Transportation Safety Act. 

SECURED 

42 CO-SPONSORS

Revitalized the Amtrak Bike Task Force after a 
yearlong hiatus. Successfully worked with the 
task force to identify needed Amtrak website 
improvements, and supported Amtrak’s work to 
make their website more bicyclist friendly. 

AMTRAK      ‘S BIKES

Legislatively, the League made inroads 
on Capitol Hill as we organized 250 

constituent meetings with Members of 
Congress and their staff as part of the 

National Bike Summit. 

250 CONSTITUENT 
MEETINGS



EDUCATION

200,000
Reached over 200,000 people with 
cycling education through our network 
of League Cycling Instructors.

300
Certified 300 new League Cycling 
Instructors to teach bicycling skills 
in their communities.

Our education program empowers 
people through education to be 
safer and feel more comfortable  
and confident to bike more.

EMPOWERING PEOPLE

E-BIKE SMART CLASS
LAUNCH OF 

Released a new E-Bike Smart class 
in partnership with PeopleforBikes 
and Bicycle Colorado. The course 
delivers a five part video series and 
has quizzes on how to ride more 
safely and confidently on an e-bike. 

POLICY

Through our research, data analysis, and policy 
development, the League leads on issues related 
to vehicle technology, bicycle-friendly laws and 
regulations, and thought leadership to change the 
narrative around bike safety.

BIKE SAFETY

DATA  
MATTERS 
Continuous updates to data on biking 
and walking through data.bikeleague.
org leading to Axios publicizing bicycle 
safety in national and local newsletters.

While automated vehicles feel 
perpetually some time in the distance, 

the League’s work led to Cruise 
endorsing our guidelines for safe 

interaction and helped NYU develop 
Principles for Autonomous Urbanism. 

SAFE INTERACTION

SLOW ROADS SAVE LIVES
Launched our Slow Roads Save Lives campaign, 
which has been honed through extensive outreach 
to advocates, research, and presentations at 
the Lifesavers Conference, Safe States Alliance 
Conference, the IPATH Annual Meeting, and a 
Federal Highway Administration working group.

THE PUSH FOR SAFER STREETS
Engaged many federal agencies as the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law continues to be implemented, 
submitting comments and getting agency responses on 
items such as how NHTSA grants will be administered, 
how crash reporting will be improved, and how vehicle 
technology will contribute to safer streets. 



EQUITY & ACCESSIBILITY
The Bicycle Friendly America program 
grows, expands, and strengthens the 
movement to make bicycling better in 
communities, at businesses, and on 
university and college campuses. 

Hosted 7 Bicycle Friendly 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS
Hosted seven Bicycle Friendly 

Community Workshops to help local 
leaders better understand what goes into 
making biking better in their town or city.

314 BFA APPLICATIONS
Evaluated Bicycle Friendly America applications from  

118 Communities, 154 Businesses, and 42 Colleges and Universities.  
Visit bikeleague.org/bfa to see the results!

The BFASM program is a tool for states, communities, business and 
universities to make bicycling a real transportation and recreation option 

for all people and it recognizes those doing it well. There are:

We awarded 

18 COMMUNITY SPARK 
GRANTS

(out of 95 grant applications!) 

W E ’ R E  B U I L D I N G  A  

B I CYC L E  F R I E N D LY  
A M E R I CA  FO R  

EV E RYO N E

BFA

506
B I C YC L E  

F R I E N D LY 
C O M M U N I T I E S

(as of May 2023)

1,451
B I C YC L E  

F R I E N D LY 
B U S I N E S S E S

(as of September 2023)

220
B I C YC L E  

F R I E N D LY 
U N I V E R S I T I E S
(as of October 2023)

BFA

BICYCLE FRIENDLY 
COMMUNITY IDEABOOK

Worked with the League Policy 
Team and our partners at America 

Walks and Safe Routes National 
Partnership to launch the 

Intersections Initiative, to offer 
communities guidance and technical 

assistance to help them take 
advantage of unprecedented federal 
funds available for local biking and 

walking improvements.

Released the Bike Audit Tool Kit,  
in partnership with AARP, a guide 
for individuals to use to determine 

how to make their street better  
for people biking.

RELEASED THE  
BIKE AUDIT TOOL KIT

LAUNCHED  
INTERSECTIONS  

INITIATIVE

In Platinum-level BFC Fort Collins, Colorado, 

the city has developed a public Equity Indicators 

Dashboard showing disparities using data 

disaggregated by race, ethnicity, and other 

demographic factors, which will be updated annually. 

The City’s 2021 Report launching the project 

describes the Equity dashboard as “a framework for 

measuring and understanding the inequities that 

exist in Fort Collins and how they change over time.” 

The effort will eventually track 110 metrics across ten 

“domain” areas: Civic Engagement, Criminal Justice 

and Public Safety, Economic Opportunity, Education, 

Environmental Justice, Housing, Public Health, 

Services, Social Inclusion, and Transportation. 

Under transportation, five indicators will be tracked 

including perceptions of ease of bicycling, transit 

use, and dependency on cars for transportation. 

Under Criminal Justice, the city is tracking racial 

disparities in traffic citations, criminal citations 

and arrests, and use of force. The Equity Indicators 

project website acknowledges that it is “a work in 

progress” and that “more measures, explanations, 

and easy-to-understand graphics will be added, and 

the dashboard will continue to grow over time.” 

CASE STUDY

EQUITY INDICATORS DASHBOARD 
TRACKS RACIAL DISPARITIES

Additionally, the City of Fort Collins has conducted 

equity trainings to better prepare staff to address 

and incorporate equity into transportation planning 

efforts and programs, and city staff are working to 

build capacity in-house and within the community to 

understand and address inequities. According to the 

city’s 2021 BFC application, “In-house capacity building 

is meant to ensure that an equity lens is applied to 

all City services, existing and planned. Community 

capacity building is intended to support long-term 

engagement of historically marginalized groups.”

Beyond the city limits, Larimer County, where Fort 

Collins is located, is working with the City and several 

other local partners through a Data Working Group 

to create a Multimodal Index, which overlays health 

equity data with data on how easy it is to access  

active transportation like biking, walking, and transit 

systems, and creates a visual map and quantitative 

score by census tract to help prioritize investments  

in infrastructure and outreach activities across  

the county. 

PLATINUM THE LEAGUE
OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS

BICYCLE
FRIENDLY
COMMUNITY

EVALUATION & PLANNING 
EQUITY & ACCESSIBILITY

FORT COLLINS, CO

CUNY Institute for State & Local Governance

Fort Collins 
Equity Indicators

Final Report - March 2021

Family in Fort Collins on Bike to Work Day.  Photo 
courtesy of the City of Fort Collins, CO.
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HOW TO USE THE  
BFC IDEABOOK 

The BFA program relies on the “5 E Framework”  
to determine award levels and provide feedback to 
participating communities: 

 Engineering 

 Education 

 Encouragement 

 Evaluation & Planning 

 Equity & Accessibility 

E
D

U

CATION

ENCOURAGEM
E

N
T
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G

EQ
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THE 5 E FRAMEWORK 

Look for these 5 E Icons 
on each case study in the 
Ideabook to learn which 
"5 E" categories that case 
study falls under. 

THE LEAGUE OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS PRESENTS THE

BICYCLE FRIENDLY 
COMMUNITY 
IDEABOOK

A GREAT PLACE  
TO RIDE A BIKE!

TRANSFORM YOUR 
COMMUNITY INTO 

In 2016, the City Council of Gold-level BFC 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, passed the Neighborhood 

Park and Street Infrastructure Plans ordinance, a 

landmark agreement to equitably address funding 

needs that would allow for repaving city streets and 

maintaining neighborhood parks far into the future. 

The ordinance provided $800 million over the next 20 

years to help the city and the Minneapolis Park and 

Recreation Board keep up with needed maintenance 

and operations costs for city streets and neighborhood 

parks. The ordinance is supported by the city’s  20 Year 

Streets Funding Plan, which outlines the equity-driven 

process and criteria by which Minneapolis selects 

street improvement projects for inclusion in the annual 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 

The 20 Year Streets Funding Plan, which was updated  

in 2018 with new data and scoring to reflect public 

outreach efforts done the year prior, details how street 

funding is prioritized in Minneapolis based on a variety 

of factors such as the physical condition of streets, 

community socioeconomic and demographic data, and 

modal needs (i.e. the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, 

transit users, etc.), while applying a lens of racial and 

economic equity to the prioritization process. 

Some of the specific criteria outlined in the plan 
include:

Streets with non-compliant ADA ramps

Streets in areas with high percentages of  

residents with family incomes below the  

federal poverty threshold

Streets in areas with high percentages of residents 

who are persons of color

Streets in areas with low rates of households with 

vehicle availability

As well as a number of physical characteristics of 

the streets or areas such as density, transit access, 

connectivity gaps in existing sidewalks and/or bikeway 

networks, pavement conditions, and crash rates.

CHAPTER 1.1: EQUITY DATA & ANALYSIS TOOLS 

PRIORITIZING EQUITY IN  
FUNDING DECISIONS

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

20 Year Streets
FUNDING PLAN

2018 Update

May 2018
7

City of Minneapolis 
20 Year Streets Funding Plan | 2018 Update A P R I L  2 0 18

Pedestrian Facility
2016 

Points
2018 

Points

Street with non-compliant ADA ramp 2 4

Street with pedestrian 
zone less than 10 feet

1 2

Street with sidewalk obstruction 
(criteria to be scored when 
data becomes available)

1 point 
(not yet 

available)

2 points 
(not yet 

available)

TOTAL 4 8

2016 framework: Utility Needs
2016 

Points 2018 framework: Utility Needs
2018 

Points

Street with a public utility project or need 3
Street with a single private OR 
public utility project or need

3

Street with a private utility project or need 3
Street with two or more private OR 
public utility projects or needs

6

TOTAL 6 6

CHANGES TO THE 2016 20 YEARS STREETS FUNDING 
PLAN SCORING FRAMEWORK
This section details the changes made to the 2016 20 Year Streets Funding Plan scoring framework.

PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES

Pedestrian Facilities points were increased to better align with the Complete Streets Policy’s modal hierarchy 
framework. In the 2016 Plan, within the Infrastructure Condition category, pedestrian facilities were worth a 
maximum of four points, while the existence of an on-street bicycle facility was worth a maximum of six points. 
The 2018 Update increased the total available points for pedestrian facilities from four points to eight points.

UTILITY NEEDS

The Utility Need scoring was modified to remove the distinction between public and private utility needs, 
and instead focuses on the number of overall utility needs. The goal of this criterion is to prioritize streets with 
utility projects to support coordination, whether a utility need is public or private does not change the need to 
coordinate. Coordinating utility and paving projects means fewer impacts to the street surface and the traveling 
public. Therefore the scoring framework was adjusted to give more points to streets with multiple utility needs, 
regardless of utility ownership.  

5
City of Minneapolis 
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The 2016 20 Year Streets Funding Plan laid out a 
data-driven process with a focus on racial and 
economic equity to prioritize street projects on 
an annual basis. The framework is data driven, 
but also is flexible to allow Public Works the 
ability to seize opportunities and deliver projects 
that achieve larger City goals. Throughout 
development of the 2016 20 Year Streets Funding 
Plan, a list of process improvements was 
produced to consider as a part of the cyclical 
update process of this 20-year commitment. The 
recommendations focused on adjustments to the 
scoring process to better align scoring with City 
goals and policies. In the 2018 Update the City 
updated the scoring framework based on these 
recommendations as well as on the input heard 
through the 2017 community outreach process. 
This section details the changes made to the 
scoring framework.

REFINING THE 20 YEAR STREETS FUNDING PLAN  
SCORING FRAMEWORK 

CAPITAL PROJECT PRIORITIZATION

WHAT IS THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP)? 
The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is a five year outlook 
of planned City of Minneapolis construction projects. 
The CIP is updated annually. CIP projects include street 
resurfacing, reconstruction, alley renovation, bridge 
maintenance, sidewalk maintenance, traffic signals, ADA 
ramp replacement, other safety improvements, and more. 
The 20 Year Streets Funding Plan guides only a portion of 
the total CIP.

April - May
Presentation to the 
Capital Long-Range 

Improvement  
Committee (CLIC)

January - March
Develop Capital  

Budget Requests

July
Final CLIC Report

August - September
Mayor’s Recommended 

Budget

October - December
Identify and Evaluate 

Potential Projects

October - December
City Council Mark-up and 

Budget Resolution

CAPITAL 
PROGRAMMING:  

A Continuous Process

AN ANNUAL PROCESS
The capital programming process occurs annually, and 
involves Public Works, residents, the Capital Long-Range 
Improvements Committee (CLIC), the Mayor, and City 
Council to develop and adopt a plan for investments.

MINNEAPOLIS, MN

GOLD THE LEAGUE
OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS

BICYCLE
FRIENDLY
COMMUNITY

EVALUATION & PLANNING 
EQUITY & ACCESSIBILITY

The Blaisdell Ave. S. Bikeway in Minneapolis. 
Photo courtesy of the City of Minneapolis, MN. 
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Developed the BFC Ideabook, with support from  
the CDC’s Active People, Healthy NationSM Initiative


